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Course name: Biblical Poetry in Exegesis
Instructor: Dr. Shira Golani
Communication: shirag@gordon.ac.il

Num. of Academic Hours: 2 academic hours; 2 points

Class: 3rd year students

Prior Requirements: Resuming 2 year’s courses

Type of Course: Lecture and exercise, face to face
Digital tools: Moodle, Padlet

Instruction methods: Face-to-face synchronous meetings

Course Description: This course familiarizes students with the genre of biblical psalms and
where psalms are found within the Bible (with emphasis on the Book of Psalms). Through the
study of selected biblical psalms, the students will gain knowledge of types of psalms, poetic
vocabulary and literary devices used in biblical psalms (such as parallelism; metaphor and
imagery; wordplay and assonance; acrostic; and more). Also covered in this course are the main
scholarly discussions of the various types of psalms found in biblical literature, as well as the
social and religious-ritualistic functions of biblical psalms.

With classes given in English, the course also explicitly aims at acquainting Hebrew speaking
students with scholarly terminology and publications written in English (commentaries,
scholarly articles and monographs, and dictionaries), as well as the use of scholarly translations
of the Hebrew Bible.

At the end of the course, the students will have gained both knowledge in reading biblical psalms
through comprehension of the literary devices and unique vocabulary, and a more established
proficiency in utilizing English language scholarly tools and publications in their studies and
teaching of biblical literature.
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